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This distinction between North and South Gujarata
remains true after twelve hundred years. The people of
the north, generally, are serious-minded, steady, religious
and of heavy build ; those of the south are pleasure-loving,
possess a greater sense of humour and enjoy life. And
this distinction again has led to the rise of two distinct
currents of literature: the one, conservative, intellectual,
sombre, puritanic; the other, progressive, light, rich in
humour, and vivacious.

The people of Saurashtra display their outstanding
characteristics except where centuries of diplomacy or
tyranny have destroyed their spirit. They are strong and
bold, with unforgotten traditions of a warlike past, hospi-
table, generous and impulsive. These men have given to
the folklore of Kathiavada its romantic charm and its
burning passion. Those who follow mercantile pursuits,
though less catholic, refined and sentimental than their
brothers of the mainland, are hard-headed and calculating.
The people of Kaccha share the same traits in a large
measure and, in addition, possess a rare spirit of enter-
prise and a wonderful instinct for business organisation.